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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on the Social and Solidarity Economy 

1. The Social and Solidarity Economy (SSE) refers to organisations and enterprises such as cooperatives, mutual benefit societies and social enterprises, which produce goods and services with the objective of providing benefits to members and the community instead of making financial profit.

2. The SSE plays a positive role in the EU by creating decent jobs and providing benefits for communities. In 2011 the SSE represented approximately 10 per cent of companies and 6 per cent of employment.

3. The Social Economy has been officially recognised by the Parliament and Commission. Recognition and assistance for the SSE among Member States varies.

4. The Commission is encouraged to advance its commitment to the SSE by assisting Member States in the provision of the following assistance: institutional recognition, access to finance, awareness-raising, and public procurement policies.

5. The Commission-funded Young Global Advocates 'Challenging the Crisis' project has called for an 'SSE Year' as an awareness-raising measure. 

6. The Commission is invited to respond positively to this call, and propose 'The Social and Solidarity Economy' as the theme of the 2018 European Year.

7. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council and the Commission.

� Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.
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